
RANKING GLOBAL PANDEMIC PREPAREDNESS
This pre-COVID-19 report found that no country was truly prepared

to manage a pandemic

Here’s how countries scored in terms of health security
Countries with a population of over 5 million

The Global 
Health 
Security Index 
measures the 
state of health 
security around 
the world.

PREVENTION
Prevention of the 

emergence or 
release of pathogens

DETECTION AND 
REPORTING

Early detection and 
reporting for epidemics 
of potential international 

concern

RAPID 
RESPONSE

Rapid response to 
and mitigation of 
the spread of an 

epidemic

HEALTH 
SYSTEM

Robust health 
system to treat the 

sick and protect 
health workers

COMPLIANCE WITH 
GLOBAL NORMS

Commitments to improving 
national capacity, financing 

plans, and adhering to 
global norms

RISK 
ENVIRONMENT

Overall risk 
environment and 

country vulnerability 
to biological threats

10 Global Health
Security Index Score
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Security Index Score
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Score

73% of the world’s population lives 
in countries that scored below 50 
in the Health Security Index

The report found that most countries lack 
foundational health systems capacities vital 
for epidemic and pandemic response.
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Iran ranked 108th 
in Emergency 
Preparedness and 
Response Planning.

Italy ranked 126th in the 
Emergency Response Operation 
Indicator, and 59th in 
Emergency Preparedness 
and Response Planning.
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The U.S ranked first in the world in a number of indicators
including: Epidemiology Workforce, Biosecurity, and
Emergency Preparedness and Response Planning.

A cholera outbreak has
infected over 2.2 million

people in Yemen since 2016.

Prior to COVID-19
outbreak, China had a

plan in place to deal
 with communicable

 diseases with
pandemic potential.
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